
 

 

The Salone del Mobile.Milano is returning to Moscow for the 14th time, 
underscoring its position as a benchmark event for all those in search 
of quality content and experiences.  
 
The Salone del Mobile is back in Moscow for the 14th year running, testament to its 
commitment to internationalisation and confirming its position as the benchmark 
exhibition for the home furnishing sector and interior concepts for the Russian market. 
 
The Salone del Mobile.Milano returns to Moscow’s Crocus Expo-2, from 10th to 13th 
October, with renewed enthusiasm and bent on preserving its prime position on such an 
important market. It is also a chance to reaffirm its strong commitment to 
internationalisation and its focus on taking the experience and capacity for innovation of 
Milan and its Salone to capital cities such as Moscow, which has shown its appreciation 
for the creativity and manufacturing value encapsulated by the exhibiting companies over 
the last 13 years. This potent mix of approaches and skills is reflected in the change of 
name. As of this year, the fair will be known as the Salone del Mobile.Milano Moscow. 
 
Given that the Salone aims to communicate its own brand with a conceptual continuum 
that reflects the event’s iconic status, the Russian event will be held under the same 
publicity banner as Milan – Good Design! – thus, maintaining a relationship and ongoing 
dialogue with the public.  
 
“The Salone del Mobile returns to Moscow for the 14th year running, underscoring its 
powerful commitment towards internationalisation and its interest in the strategic market 
made up of Russia, the former Soviet Republics, and, more generally, by the geo-political 
basin around that particular area. We firmly believe in the quality of our event and see 
this appointment as an extraordinary opportunity to create a system in the name of 
excellence, through interface with foreign interlocutors who have demonstrated that they 
appreciate the innovative content and manufacturing value that have always underlain 
our brand,” said Claudio Luti, President of the Salone del Mobile. 
 
In 2017, Italy was again the second highest furniture supplier to Russia, cornering a 23% 
share of the market, second only to China (36%). During the first six months of 2018, 
Italian furnishing and lighting macrosystem exports to Russia rose 3.3% to 234.2 million 
euros, making Russia the eighth highest destination country for Italian exports, behind 
France, Germany, the US, the UK, Switzerland, Spain and China.  
 
Emanuele Orsini, President of Federlegno Arredo Eventi had this to say: “The 14th edition 
of the Salone del Mobile.Milano Moscow is taking place in a climate of renewed 
confidence in a country that looks extremely favourably on Italian products. Made in Italy 
is synonymous with quality and furnishing one’s home with Italian-made items is a status 
symbol to which many Russians aspire. We will continue along this road, supporting the 
many Italian companies that believe in this market and consolidating the excellent 
relations between our Federation and the Italian Trade Agency ICE, which wholeheartedly 



 

supports the top Italian design event on Russian soil. We chose to persevere with this 
complex market and the fair is now the benchmark event in Russia for the Italian home-
furnishing sector.”  
 
The 15,701 accredited Russian trade operators to the Salone del Mobile.Milano 2018 – in 
second place after China – are testament to the powerful draw of the home-furnishing 
sector and Made in Italy for the Russian market, not to mention the 163 journalists from 
the former Soviet Republics who made sure not to miss the event and report on the Milan 
fair.  
  
This interest is being met by a concrete response from the over 280 exhibiting companies 
in Pavilions 7 and 8 (some 9,500 net square metres), showcasing the top home-
furnishing goods from the 2018 edition of the Salone del Mobile.Milano, seeing the event 
as an unmissable opportunity to consolidate their positions and strategies on the Russian 
market and that of the former Soviet Republics, which are demonstrating an increasingly 
keen interest in quality products, be they classic, design or luxury pieces. 
 
The Salone del Mobile.Milano Moscow is a point of reference for trade operators, 
professionals, press, fans, millennials and all those on the lookout every day for new 
products harnessing a balance of design, planning and lifestyle. More than 30,000 visitors 
are expected at the event, seeing it as the only vehicle for quality furnishing on the 
Russian market, due to the vast array of goods on show – ranging from furnishings to 
upholstereds, lighting systems, kitchens, offices, accessories, bathrooms and textiles. 
 
Thanks to its partnership with the Salone del Mobile.Milano Moscow, ICE – the Italian 
Trade Agency – will be bringing a delegation of 170 selected buyers, operators, 
distributors, architects and interior designers from 27 different cities in the Russian 
Federation, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan and 
Uzbekistan to the event, for whom a packed programme of visits to companies  
 
“For this edition of Salone del Mobile.Milano Moscow, we have selected a record number 
of delegates and drafted a tight schedule of B2B-meetings to introduce more Italian 
products to the Russian market in new regions further away from Moscow. The event has 
been supported by a large-scale promotional campaign aimed at attracting more and 
more visitors to this wonderful showcase for Italian furniture“says Pier Paolo Celeste, 
Director of the ICE-Italian Trade Agency, Moscow.  
 
This year will also mark the 14th edition of SaloneSatellite Moscow, which enables 
participants to make contact with the exhibiting companies and affords them great 
visibility. 36 young talents, selected from among the most promising students/designers 
from leading design schools in Russia and the former Soviet Republics, will be presenting 
a wide variety of projects that evidence a balance of design, function and looks. This 
edition will focus on the search for innovative solutions inspired by traditional 
craftsmanship and ancient materials. The top three award winners – the award ceremony 
will take place at 11am on Friday 12th October – will be invited to the 2019 edition of 
SaloneSatellite, held under the umbrella of the Salone del Mobile.Milano from 9th to 14th 
April 2019. 
 
 
 



 

The Master Classes will be back again this year, providing opportunities for reflection and 
dialogue with leading names in Italian architecture and design and for inspiration, 
stimulation and discussion around design topics, thanks to the speakers’ communication 
skills and vast range of experience. This year’s speakers, moderated by Olga Kosyreva, 
CEO and Founder of Design Lectorium, are Ferruccio Laviani (2pm, 10th October), Fabio 
Novembre (1.30pm, 11th October) and Mario Bellini (1.30pm, 12th October). Brought 
together by a great passion for design, creativity in the round and an innovative, distinctive 
and irrepressible approach, they will discuss their personal and fascinating design 
experiences around the world.   
 
Last but not least, following its debut last year and back by popular demand, this year’s 
Work Talk (3.30pm, 11th October) will be given by Katerina Lashmanova, the affirmed 
young interior designer, who will discuss contemporary Russian design.  
 

The Salone del Mobile.Milano 2018’s institutional partner, the Intesa Sanpaolo Group, will 
be furthering its support for design with its presence in Moscow, in the firm belief that this 
event provides another unique opportunity to promote the access and expansion abroad of 
small and medium-sized enterprises from Italy’s entrepreneurial fabric.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Milan, 10th October 2018 
 
 
 
Press info: Marva Griffin Wilshire – Patrizia Malfatti 
press@salonemilano.it 
 

mailto:press@salonemilano.it

